The Guide we are presenting is a tool for those who want to know about the places where the partisans operated and who, together with the civil population and the Allies, set against the Nazi occupation and the Fascist regime in that two year period from summer 1943 to spring 1945.

Nowadays those places, those roads, those Medaglie d’Oro (Gold Medals), those stones are like a large outdoor museum which exhibits big and small events of contemporary history. What we meet is often only a monument, a stone, a small bunker or an itinerary expressly equipped in which the old roads to freedom or the air-raid shelters are rediscovered, and now transformed into historical memory and cultural tourism places to visit. Others are museums, exhibitions and other much more structured sites. 

The guide intends to contribute the recovery the of the Resistance memory of Massa, in a patch of land where the Germans built a military defensive line which should have stopped the advance of the Allies in the Second World War blocking Italy from the Adriatic to the Tyrrhenian. The Gothic Line during those eight long months swept away entire communities because of the round-ups and evacuation orders of entire towns, and the lives of each person and their personal destinies.

The guide intends to contribute to the recovery of the memory of those years and all it represented as an integral part of our historical and civil heritage. 

It invites the visitors to follow the itineraries which, with the use of the Historical Posters, we wanted to define; the twenty-two places in the city of Massa where they recount some of the many events of that resistance, where you can see young people’s faces who became heroes, where they tell of the women’s role and their strategies for survival along the Salt Road.

An itinerary which crosses the landscape, the sea and the mountains, the cultural property of the city: Palazzo Ducale, since 1861 the house of the offices of the Prefecture and the Province, Malaspina Castle, the seat of the prison where they took the men rounded-up in numerous operations by the SS in August 1944, Villa della Rinchiostra, where they also massacred some clergymen captured at Certosa in Farneta (Lucca), Cotonificio Ligure (Filanda), put to the torch because they thought it was a refuge of the partisans.   

In any case our guide with its historical posters intends to meet new generations, to be an invitation to know about the Resistance and the Second World War conflict directly from the places in which they happened. 
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